Koilpillai Parker Memorial Fund

104 Elm Avenue, Takoma Park, Maryland 20912, USA

The Koilpillai Parker Memorial Fund (KPM Fund) was established in 2006 in memory of Koilpillai Parker. For more information, please see www.KPMfund.org
Scholarship Selection Criteria

The KPM Fund follows a comprehensive approach toward supporting its scholars. Once identified, our scholars are guaranteed support as long as they need to complete their educational programs. Support includes tuition, fees, uniforms, books and any additional resources that a scholar may need in light of her (or his) individual circumstances. This approach assures that scholars who live in difficult circumstances can get the help they need to study beyond tenth standard – and to succeed.

We wish to stress that scholars not only should be students capable of succeeding in advanced education. The ideal scholar should also have qualities of leadership, self-direction and confidence. For the girls who are potential candidates, this means that we are especially interested in those who seek to enter new, non-traditional, and high-impact fields. These fields include, for example, the sciences, engineering, research, business, and the professions.

Candidates must complete a KPMF application.

Scholarship candidates from any race, religion, ethnic or linguistic group, social class, or locality are encouraged to apply. We aim to support a diversity of scholars.

The following criteria must be met for an applicant to be considered for support:

1. The scholar must have completed 10th Standard or be working towards the completion of 10th Standard by the end of the current scholastic year.

2. The scholar must have been admitted (obtained a seat) in a program of advanced studies, i.e. studies at the level of 11th Standard or above.

3. The scholar must demonstrate financial need, that is, insufficient means to complete advanced studies without additional material support.

4. The scholar must be an orphan (having lost or been abandoned by both parents), or have been forced to leave home and live apart from any parent as a result of poverty.

5. The scholar must be sponsored by a school or other reputable institution, and the latter must provide a letter attesting to the scholar’s character and potential.

The following are preferred qualifications of candidates:

1. Demonstrated leadership ability. This includes the ability to think and work independently, to organize and lead activities, and to influence through persuasion.

2. Admission into a non-traditional field of studies. This includes the sciences, engineering, research, business, and the professions. It may also include other fields in which persons born into poverty or disadvantaged by gender, ethnicity or social status are under-represented.
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